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Description automatically generated]Caesar Creek                            AND COWAN Lake State Park
Naturalist Programs
All programs are subject to change. Notify the naturalist if special accommodations are needed for your participation. Children must be always accompanied by an adult. Check the ‘Caesar Creek State Park’ Facebook page for details and updates, including weather cancellations.
Caesar Creek State Park Naturalist Programs
[bookmark: _Hlk500851912]March, April, May 
[image: ]Caesar Creek & Cowan Lake 
2026

March

Tuesday March 3
Total Lunar Eclipse – Moonset and Sunrise
5:45 am – 6:30 am
Learn what causes a lunar eclipse and observe the event if conditions allow.
Meet at the Campground Beach
Weather dependent.

Friday March 6
Friday Fitness in Nature Hike
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Join us for a 3 mile guided hike. Learn about wildlife and park history on the way
Meet at the Day Lodge
Salamanders, Woodcock and Other Signs of Spring
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Join us for a slow-paced wildlife observation experience. See (and hear) spring come to life. Wear layers and waterproof muck boots. Bring a flashlight with a red light filter.  
Meet at the Hopewell Wildlife Area parking lot near the Day Lodge

Saturday March 7
Frog Man Fest
9:00am – 6:00 pm
Join us at Frogman Fest! Celebrate the sounds and signs of early spring amphibians and local wonders at our wildlife table. .
Pre-registration required
Meet at the Oasis Center in Loveland

Saturday March 14
Outdoor Skills - Campfire Techniques  
9:30 am – 10:30am
Learn multiple ways to build a campfire depending on how you’re going to use it 
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center 
Cast Iron Cooking
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Join us for a 30 minute demonstration on outdoor cooking techniques using cast iron.
Stay afterwards to cook a meal over the fire with the Nature Center Association of Caesar Creek, Pre-register required on Eventbrite or email caesarnaturecenter@gmail.com   
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Friday March 20
Spring Equinox Walk and Talk
10:30 am - Noon
Why is the spring equinox important?
Join us for a 5 mile guided hike. Learn about the seasons, wildlife and park history on the way. Check out your shadow on our interactive sundial as we return. 
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center. 
Archery 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Join us for archery. Instruction and equipment provided. Must be onsite before 1pm to participate. 
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center. 

Saturday March 21
Backyard Birds and Beyond
10:00 am-11:30 am
Join us to observe backyard birds and other wildlife
Learn ways to create healthy and sustainable wildlife areas in your backyard  
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
Bluebird Box Workshop
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Build and learn how to install and care for your bluebird boxes
Meet at the Campground Shelter House

Spring Birding Walk and Talk
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Learn how to identify spring birds and discover why they are important. Join us for a slow-paced walk along the shoreline as we search for birds. Bring binoculars or borrow one of ours.  
Meet at the Campground Shelter House


April

Friday April 3  
Friday Fitness Through Nature Hike
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Join us for a 3 mile guided hike. Learn about wildlife and park history on the way
Meet at the Day Lodge
Salamanders, Woodcock and Other Signs of Spring Night Hike
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Join us for a 3 mile guided hike. Learn about wildlife and park history along the way
Meet at the Day Lodge Wildlife Area

Friday April 10 
Wild at Heart -  Raptors Up Close
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about raptors you may see in the park.  
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Center

Wildflowers, Wildlife and Wellness Walk
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Join us for a guided hike. Learn about wildflowers, wildlife and park history along the way.
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin



Saturday April 11
Family Trout Fishing Event 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Family-friendly fishing event in partnership with ODNR.
Meet at the Caesar Creek Youth Pond

Friday April 17
Wildflowers, Sustainability and Wellness Walk
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Join us for a guided hike. Learn about wildlife and park history along the way. 
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Tuning In To Nature : A Sensory Nature Experience
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Join us for a slow-paced, guided sensory experience led by the Park Naturalist. Participants are invited to observe seasonal changes, listen to the landscape and connect with nature through their senses. 
The pace and activities adapt to the group and conditions making each experience unique.  
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Saturday April 18
Run for the Trees – Caesar Creek
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Family-friendly 5K run / walk in partnership with ODNR.
Meet at: TBD

Thursday April 23 
Meet the Animals
10:00 am-11:30 am
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about animals you may see in the park. 
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Center
Guided Nature Center Tour
1:30 pm-3:00 pm
Meet the Naturalist for a guided tour of the Nature Center. We will focus on different things each time. Learn about wildlife you may see in the park. 
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Center

Friday April 24 
Wild at Heart - Meet the Raptors
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about raptors you may see in the park.  
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin. 
Archery
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Join us for archery. Equipment and instruction provided. Must be onsite before 3pm to participate
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin
Tuning in to Nature – Sunset, Stargazing and Scavenger Hunt
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Join us for a fun guided sensory experience led by the Park Naturalist. Participants are invited to observe seasonal changes, listen to the landscape and connect with nature through their senses. 
The pace and activities adapt to the group and conditions making each experience unique.
Kids and Kids at Heart will be invited to join the Naturalist for a scavenger hunt, fun for the whole family.   
Stay and watch the sun set and the stars come out. Bring binoculars or borrow some of ours. 
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Center

Saturday April 25
Youth Fishing Event – Cowan Lake
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Public fishing event at Cowan Lake State Park.
Meet at: Cowan Lake State Park

MAY 2026
Friday May 8
Wild at Heart - Meet the Raptors
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about raptors you may see in the park.  
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin

Archery
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Join us for archery. Equipment and instruction provided. Must be onsite before 3pm to participate
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin

Tuning in to Nature – Sunset, Stargazing and Scavenger Hunt
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Join us for a fun guided sensory experience led by the Park Naturalist. Participants are invited to observe seasonal changes, listen to the landscape and connect with nature through their senses. 
The pace and activities adapt to the group and conditions making each experience unique.
Kids and Kids at Heart will be invited to join the Naturalist for a scavenger hunt, fun for the whole family.   
Stay and watch the sun set and the stars come out. Bring binoculars or borrow some of ours. 
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin

Saturday May 9
Mother’s Day Weekend Wildflower Walk
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
See spring wildflowers in full bloom
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin
Archery
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Join us for archery. Equipment and instruction provided. Must be onsite before 3pm to participate
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin

Friday May 15
Wildflowers, Wildlife and Wellness Walk
10:00am – 12:00 pm
Join us for a guided hike. Learn about wildflowers, wildlife and park history along the way.
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
Archery
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Join us for archery. Equipment and instruction provided. Must be onsite before 1pm
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Saturday May 16
Fly Your Kite with the Birds at the Beach
· 12:00 pm-2:00 pm
· Learn how birds fly
· Bring your own kite or borrow one of ours (limited supply)
· Meet at the Caesar Creek public beach
Wild at Heart - Meet the Raptors
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about raptors you may see in the park.  
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Friday May 22 - Memorial Day Weekend 
Wild at Heart - Meet the Raptors
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Meet our wildlife ambassadors up close. Learn about raptors you may see in the park.  
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin. 
Archery
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Join us for archery. Equipment and instruction provided. Must be onsite before 3pm to participate
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Cabin
Lightning Bug Flashlight Tag
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Did you know there are over 25 species of lighting bugs in Ohio? 
Meet us for a fun game while learning about these important pollinators
Bring a flashlight or borrow one of ours
Meet at the Cowan Lake Nature Center

Saturday May 23
[bookmark: _Hlk197429616]Kayak / Canoe Wildlife Excursion in the Campground
· 10:00 am – 11:30 am
· Participants must be onsite by 10:00 am to participate
· Early arrival is recommended
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Equipment is limited. First come, first serve 
· Learn the basics of canoeing and kayaking 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Length of excursions will vary 
· Weather dependent 
· Fun for the whole family
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Beach. Free

[bookmark: _Hlk197424833][bookmark: _Hlk197425822]Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Beach. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Beach. Free

Sunday May 24
Kayak / Canoe Wildlife Excursion 
· 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 10:00 am to participate
· Early arrival is recommended
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Equipment is limited. First come, first serve 
· Learn the basics of canoeing and kayaking 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Length of excursions will vary 
· Weather dependent 
· Fun for the whole family
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free


Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board 
· Ongoing groups
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free

Thursday May 28 
Backyard Birds and Beyond
10:00 am-11:30 am
Join us to observe backyard birds and other wildlife
Learn ways to create healthy and sustainable wildlife areas in your backyard  
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Wildlife Connections, Sustainability and our Natural Resources
1:30 pm-3:00 pm
Meet the Naturalist for a guided tour of the Nature Center and our Outdoor Land Labs. We will focus on different things each time including live animals, a moon garden, native plants, pollinators, geology, the night sky and more.
Learn about special places in the park 
Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center

Friday May 29
Fly Your Kite with the Birds at the Beach
· 2:30 pm-4:30 pm
· Learn how birds fly
· Bring your own kite as we put it into action
· Meet at the Caesar Creek public beach

Blue Moon Canoe – Sunset Paddle
· 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 6:30 pm to participate
· Join us for a special canoe / kayak program as we watch the sunset and the blue moon rise over the lake
· Early arrival recommended
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Equipment is limited. First come, first serve 
· Learn the basics of canoeing and kayaking 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Length of excursions will vary 
· Weather dependent 
· Fun for the whole family
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free

Saturday May 30
Kayak / Canoe Wildlife Excursion in the Campground
· 10:00 am – 11:30 am
· Participants must be onsite by 10:00 am to participate
· Early arrival is recommended
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Equipment is limited. First come, first serve 
· Learn the basics of canoeing and kayaking 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Length of excursions will vary 
· Weather dependent 
· Fun for the whole family
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Boat Ramp parking lot. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 2:30pm – 3:30pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Campground Beach. Free

Sunday May 31
Kayak / Canoe Wildlife Excursion 
· 10:00 am -12:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 10:00 am to participate
· Early arrival is recommended
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Equipment is limited. First come, first serve 
· Learn the basics of canoeing and kayaking 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Length of excursions will vary 
· Weather dependent 
· Fun for the whole family
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Boat Ramp parking lot. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Participants must be onsite by 1pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Boat Ramp parking lot. Free

Stand-Up Paddle Board 
· Ongoing programs
· Participants must be onsite by 1:00 pm to participate
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding 
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Meet at the Cowan Lake Campground Boat Ramp parking lot. Free


va (version a)

Spring Leave 
March 23-March 31 
April 4 
April 9 – Sustainability Conference
April 11 – Awards (1/2 day) after the Trout Event
April 14-16
April 28-May 7
May 18-21 – Paddle Instructor Training
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	Recreation programs and activities can be inherently dangerous. Participants accept and acknowledge that any injury or property damage that occurs during a program or activity is not the responsibility of ODNR or its naturalist educators. 


ohiodnr.gov	www.facebook.com/CaesarCreekStatePark/
Recreation programs and activities can be inherently dangerous. Participants accept and acknowledge that any injury or property damage that occurs during a program or activity is not the responsibility of ODNR or its naturalist educators. Check the ‘Caesar Creek State Park’ Facebook page for details and updates.  www.facebook.com/CaesarCreekStatePark
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