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Naturalist Programs 
September 2026
All programs are subject to change. Notify the naturalist if special accommodations are needed for your participation. Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times. Some programs require registration, please be registered the Tuesday before the intended program.Nature Center
Sunday: 12p – 4p
Monday/Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday/Thursday: 12p – 4p
Friday/Saturday: 12p – 4p 



Thursday, September 3
Giving Back to the Wild – Land Stewardship
· 9:30am – 11:00 am
· Meet the naturalist, volunteers and partner organizations as we continue efforts to restore the area around the Nature Center to native habitat 
· Learn how to identify native and invasive species, and how they affect wildlife 
· Discover ways to remove invasive species through discussion and observation  
· Participation is welcomed if you’d like to try invasive removal efforts alongside us; not expected. Bring boots and gloves if you’d like to join us 
· Weather dependent 
· Length of sessions vary 
· Meet at the Nature Center 
· Park Naturalist: Erin

Archery 
· 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
· Meet us at the Nature Center.
· Participants will learn basic archery safety, proper shooting form, and target practice skills.
· This beginner friendly program is designed for fun, focus, and skill building.
· Equipment and instruction provided. 
· Must be on-site before 1pm to register and participate. 
· Fun for the whole family. 
· Free and open to the public
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw


Friday, September 4
Hiking into the Holiday Night Hike
· 7:30 pm –8:30 pm
· Meet at the campground amphitheater 
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw
· 

Saturday, September 5
Kayak and Canoe Wildlife Excursion
· 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Join us for a kayak and canoe program designed to teach basic paddling skills, water safety, and confidence on the water while exploring the natural beauty of the lake. Participants will learn how to safely enter and exit a boat, hold and use a paddle, steer, stop, and move efficiently though the water. 
· As we paddle, we’ll enjoy a guided wildlife excursion and look for birds, turtles, fish, and other animals that depend on healthy lake and shoreline habitats. This program is a great way to build outdoor skills, practice safe boating habits and experience the park from a new perspective. 
· Boats, gear, and instruction are provided. Equipment is limited and available first come, first serve. Priority is given to new participants.
· Participants must be geared up and ready to go by the start of instructions to participate
· Early arrival is encouraged
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Meet near the campground beach.
· Free and open to the public
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Stand-Up Paddle Board 
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· All participants go through instructions near the SUP HUT together starting at 1pm. We will continue additional water sessions throughout the afternoon to get everyone through.
· Arrive early to sign waivers and get fitted for lifejackets
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Free and open to the public
· Meet at the campground boat ramp, SUP Hut
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw
 
Stand-Up Paddle Board
· 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
· All participants go through instructions near the SUP HUT together starting at 2pm. We will continue additional on water sessions to get everyone through. Must be onsite at the beginning of instruction to participate.
· Arrive early to sign waivers and get fitted for lifejackets
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent  
· Free and open to the public.
· Meet at the campground boat ramp, SUP Hut
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Monday, September 7
Fossil Hunt at the Spillway
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Join us to search for ancient fossils in the spillway while learning about these fascinating creatures of the Ordovician period. 
· If you’d like to take a fossil home, please obtain a fossil collection permit from the visitor center beforehand (not required).
· Meet at the Spillway parking lot. 
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Thursday, September 10
Scat and Tracks
· 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Join us to discover how to identify different animal scats and tracks, followed by a short, guided hike to practice your skills in the field.
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Friday, September 11
Remembrance Walk
· 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm
· Join us for a peaceful walk in the woods to remember and honor the lives lost on September 11th. As we move quietly through the trees and along the trails, we’ll take time to reflect, share stories, and connect with the strength and resilience found in both nature and community. 
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Buzzards and Beyond
· 7:30 pm – 8:00 pm
· Discover the fascinating world of Ohio’s vultures! Learn how to identify black and turkey vultures, uncover their important role as nature’s cleanup crew, and separate fact from fiction about these misunderstood birds.
· Meet at the Campground Amphitheater.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Night Hike
· 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm
· Experience the park after sunset as your senses come alive. Flashlights are welcome, but I challenge you to let your eyes adjust and discover how much the night has to offer. We’ll listen to nocturnal wildlife, explore the darkness, and see nature from a whole new perspective.
· Meet at the Campground Amphitheater.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Thursday, September 17
Bushcrafting for Women
· 1:00 pm-2:00 pm
· Sharpen your survival skills as we discover ways to use natural resources in all situations.
· This program is geared for women. Everybody is welcome.   
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

The Science of Light – Rainbows and Prisms  
· 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Discover the colorful science behind one of nature’s most familiar mysteries. 
· In this hands-on program, we’ll explore how sunlight, water droplets, prisms and angles work together to create rainbows. Participants will learn about the visible light spectrum and how rainbows help us understand light, weather, water, basic elements and the natural world. 
· The program will also connect rainbows to the bigger ideas in nature, including pollinators, animal vision, solar energy, weather patterns and why light is an important natural resource.
· Families will have the chance to experiment with prisms, observe colors in sunlight and discover how something as simple as a rainbow can reveal the hidden science all around us.
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw 


Friday, September 18
Guided Wildlife Hike
· 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
10:00 am–12:00 pm
• Discover local flora and fauna on a three-mile guided hike with the park naturalist. 
•     Meet at the Day Lodge
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw
• Meet at the Day Lodge



Saturday, September 19
Kayak and Canoe Wildlife Excursion – A Study on Wind and Waves
· 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Join us for a kayak and canoe program designed to teach basic paddling skills, water safety, and confidence on the water while exploring the natural beauty of the lake. Participants will learn how to safely enter and exit a boat, hold and use a paddle, steer, stop, and move efficiently though the water. 
· As we paddle, we’ll enjoy a guided wildlife excursion and look for birds, turtles, fish, and other animals that depend on healthy lake and shoreline habitats. This program is a great way to build outdoor skills, practice safe boating habits and experience the park from a new perspective. 
· Boats, gear, and instruction are provided. Equipment is limited and available first come, first serve. Priority is given to new participants.
· Participants must be geared up and ready to go by the start of instructions to participate
· Early arrival is encouraged
· All equipment and instruction provided
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· Meet near the campground beach.
· Free and open to the public
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Stand-Up Paddle Board 
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· All participants go through instructions near the SUP HUT together starting at 1pm. We will continue additional water sessions throughout the afternoon to get everyone through.
· Arrive early to sign waivers and get fitted for lifejackets
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent 
· Free and open to the public
· Meet at the campground boat ramp, SUP Hut
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw
 
Stand-Up Paddle Board – Sit and Float
· 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
· All participants go through instructions near the SUP HUT together starting at 2pm. We will continue additional on water sessions to get everyone through. Must be onsite at the beginning of instruction to participate.
· Arrive early to sign waivers and get fitted for lifejackets
· Learn the basics of stand-up paddle boarding
· Wear water shoes (not flip-flops) and clothes that can get wet 
· The length of excursions will vary 
· Equipment and instruction provided. Equipment is limited 
· First come, first serve 
· Weather dependent  
· Free and open to the public.
· Meet at the campground boat ramp, SUP Hut
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw


Thursday, September 24
Rocks and Relics
· 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Stop by the Nature Center to explore cool rocks and fossils, learning how they formed and what they reveal about Earth’s history.
· Sessions will last roughly half an hour and start at 1:00 pm, 1:30 pm, 2:00 pm and 2:30 pm.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp



Sept 25-27 Owoa at Salt Fork
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Naturalist Programs 
October 2026
All programs are subject to change. Notify the naturalist if special accommodations are needed for your participation. Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times. Some programs require registration, please be registered the Tuesday before the intended program. Nature Center
Sunday: 12p – 4p
Monday/Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday/Thursday: 12p – 4p
Friday/Saturday: 12p – 4p 



Thursday, October 1
Erin   - Special Event Set Up America 250

Friday, October 2

Celestial Stories of the Underground Railroad 
 America 250 Special Event
Celestial Stories of the Underground Railroad – An America 250 Special Event
Discover how freedom seekers looked to the stars for hope and direction as we take a closer look at local history. Join us for all, or part of this special ‘America 250 Event’
Friday, October 2

Cemetery Sunset Driving Tour -   
· 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm - Meet the Park Naturalist at Pioneer Village
Discover hidden places and intriguing stories from our local area that helped shape our community. We will carpool to four hidden cemeteries, time permitting. 
· 6:00 pm  - Meet the Park Naturalist at Pioneer Village 
· Our last meeting place will be at the Zion Cemetery at the 50 Springs Group Camping area. Feel welcome to stay and join us. Free camping - optional 
· Our last meeting place will be at the Zion Cemetery at the 50 Springs Group Camping area. Feel welcome to meet us there around 7:00pm. 
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw

Lantern Led Guided Night Hike  
· 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm
· Join us for a guided, lantern led, slow paced half mile walk.  Learn to navigate the night. Discover how freedom seekers looked to the stars for hope and direction as we take a closer look at local history. Join us for all, or part of this special ‘America 250 Event. 
· Meet at 50 Springs, Zion Cemetery.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw
Stargazing and Storytelling
· 9:00 pm – 11:00 pm 
· Join us for Stargazing and Storytelling as we explore the night sky's role in the journey to freedom.
· Meet at 50 Springs
· Overnight camping - free and optional
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw
Saturday October 3rd
Celestial Stories of the Underground Railroad – An America 250 Special Event
Discover how freedom seekers looked to the stars for hope and direction as we take a closer look at local history. Join us for all, or part of this special ‘America 250 Event’

The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center Museum - Field Trip to Cincinnati
· 1:00 pm 
· Join the Park Naturalist at the Freedom Center Museum in Cincinnati for a special field trip offsite as we continue our trek through local history.
Refer to the museum’s website for directions and admission details. https://freedomcenter.org/ - Refer to the museum’s website for directions and admission details. 
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw
Star Gazing, Storytelling and Wonders of the Night
· 7:30 pm – 10:00 pm – Join the Park Naturalist and the Miami Valley Astronomical Society at our sister park John Bryan State Park for a free public star gazing event in the Day Lodge area. This is the last public stargazing event of the year with MVAS. Weather permitting; refer here for updates and details  7:30 pm – 10:00 pm 
· Join the Park Naturalist and the Miami Valley Astronomical Society at our sister park John Bryan State Park for a free public star gazing event in the Day Lodge area. This is the last public stargazing event of the year with MVAS. 
Weather permitting; refer here for updates and details  https://mvas.org/
Sunday, October 4 
Meet the Crew: World Animal Day
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Join us to meet our wildlife ambassadors up close, learn about their unique adaptations, and if timing allows, watch them enjoy a feeding!
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Fossil Hunt at the Spillway
· 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
· Join us to search for ancient fossils in the spillway while learning about these fascinating creatures of the Ordovician period. 
· If you’d like to take a fossil home, please obtain a fossil collection permit from the visitor center beforehand (not required).
· Meet at the Spillway parking lot. 
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Thursday, October 8
Tree Trek
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Take a guided walk through the trees and discover the fascinating world of Ohio’s forests. Learn to identify common trees and find out what makes each one unique.
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Mystery Animal Meet and Greet
· 2:30 pm – 3:00 pm
· Meet one of our animal ambassadors during this special surprise encounter! Join us for a short meet-and-greet, and discover the unique adaptations, behaviors, and role of a mystery wildlife ambassador.
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Friday, October 9
Archery: Aim for Adventure
· 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
· An introduction to archery for all ages! Equipment and instruction provided. 
· Must be present at the beginning of the program to be able to participate. 
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Buzzards and Beyond
· 7:30 pm – 8:00 pm
· Discover the fascinating world of Ohio’s vultures! Learn how to identify black and turkey vultures, uncover their important role as nature’s cleanup crew, and separate fact from fiction about these misunderstood birds.
· Meet at the Campground Amphitheater.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Night Hike
· 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm
· Experience the park after sunset as your senses come alive. Flashlights are welcome, but I challenge you to let your eyes adjust and discover how much the night has to offer. We’ll listen to nocturnal wildlife, explore the darkness, and see nature from a whole new perspective.
· Meet at the Campground Amphitheater.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Erin off Sunday and Monday – Oregonia Hill Climb weekend. Drive safe. 

Thursday, October 15
Giving Back to the Wild – Land Stewardship
· 9:30am – 11:00 am
· Meet the naturalist, volunteers and partner organizations as we continue efforts to restore the area around the Nature Center to native habitat 
· Learn how to identify native and invasive species, and how they affect wildlife 
· Discover ways to remove invasive species through discussion and observation  
· Participation is welcomed if you’d like to try invasive removal efforts alongside us; not expected. Bring boots and gloves if you’d like to join us 
· Weather dependent 
· Length of sessions vary 
· Meet at the Nature Center 
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Nature Shapes and Shadows
· 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
· Join us as we discover ways to make shadow puppets with flashlights.
· Learn about wildlife and adaptation
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw


Friday, October 16
Perimeter Hike
• 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
· Join the Park Naturalist for a 13-mile guided long-distance hike covering the scenic trails around the southwest perimeter loop.
• Wear sturdy shoes and bring a small pack with lunch and water.
• Dress for the weather.
• Meet at the Nature Center located across the road from Pioneer Village.
· Park Naturlist Erin Shaw

Saturday, October 17
Give Back Day
· 8:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Join the Ohio Native Wildflower Society for a day of volunteering as we clear invasive plants to allow native wildlife to thrive. 
· Learn from experts in the state during this immersive experience. 
· Bring boots, gloves, water and lunch. 
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw


Raptors - Behind the Scenes
· 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Go behind the scenes and discover what it takes to care for birds of prey. Participants will learn about daily raptor care, safe handling routings, feeding, enclosure upkeep, and the specialized equipment used in falconry and educational bird programs. 
· We’ll also explore how falconry equipment is made from leather crafting, why proper care matters, and how raptors help us teach about wildlife, conservation and responsible stewardship.
· This program is great for anyone interested in birds of prey, animal care, falconry or behind the scenes Nature Center work. 
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw


Sunday, October 18
Campfire and Craft
· 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
· Start your morning around the campfire with a cozy nature-themed craft. Feel free to bring a cup of coffee or breakfast (not provided), come and go as you please, and enjoy the crisp autumn air while creating something to take home.
· Meet at the Campground Amphitheater.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp 

Rocks and Relics
· 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Stop by the Nature Center to explore cool rocks and fossils, learning how they formed and what they reveal about Earth’s history.
· Sessions will last roughly half an hour and start at 1:00 pm, 1:30 pm, 2:00 pm, and 2:30 pm.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Thursday, October 22
Mystery Animal Meet and Greet
· 2:30 pm – 3:00 pm
· Meet one of our animal ambassadors during this special surprise encounter! Join us for a short meet-and-greet, and discover the unique adaptations, behaviors, and role of a mystery wildlife ambassador.
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist: Kaia Heitkamp

Friday, October 23
Erin vacation leave

Saturday, October 24
Caesar Creek Fall Campout
· Join us for fall themed programs in the campground. See separate flyer for details.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw

Thursday, October 29
Guided Nature Center Tour
· 1:30 pm-3:00 pm
· Meet the Naturalist for a guided tour of the Nature Center. We will focus on different things each time. Learn about wildlife you may see in the park. 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Friday, October 30
Nature Shapes and Shadows
· 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
· Join us as we discover ways to make shadow puppets with flashlights.
· Learn about wildlife and adaptation
· Meet at the Nature Center.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw
Erin off


Saturday, October 31
Guided Nature Center Tours
· 1:30 pm-3:00 pm
· Meet the Naturalist for a guided tour of the Nature Center. We will focus on different things each time. Learn about wildlife you may see in the park. 
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw
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Naturalist Programs 
November 2026
All programs are subject to change. Notify the naturalist if special accommodations are needed for your participation. Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times. Some programs require registration, please be registered the Tuesday before the intended program. Nature Center
Sunday: 12p – 4p
Monday/Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday/Thursday: 12p – 4p
Friday/Saturday: 12p – 4p 



Sunday, November 1

Nov 3-Friday 6  – Erin gone for LE River Training

Saturday Nov 7- Fri. Nov 13th  – Erin gone for training

Saturday, November 14
Owl Fest
· See event flyer for details
· Join our Park Naturalist and the Corps of Engineers for a unique event celebrating owls and wonders of the night. 
· Experience Owls in Flight with the Ohio School of Falconry for an up-close and in person experience with live owls. 
· Meet at the Visitor Center, located near the dam.
· Park Naturalist Erin Shaw

Saturday, November 21
Cast Iron Cooking
· 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
· Join us for a 30 minute demonstration on outdoor cooking techniques using cast iron.
· Stay afterwards to cook a meal over the fire with the Nature Center Association of Caesar Creek, Pre-register required on Eventbrite or email caesarnaturecenter@gmail.com if registering for meal  
· Meet at the Caesar Creek Nature Center
· Park Naturalist: Erin Shaw

Thursday 26th – Thanksgiving
Erin off vacation leave - Friday November 18 – Saturday November 28
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	Recreation programs and activities can be inherently dangerous. Participants accept and acknowledge that any injury or property damage that occurs during a program or activity is not the responsibility of ODNR or its naturalist educators.
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